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– FROM THE 4 LISTED SERVICES UNDER EACH SECTION, 

THERE IS INCORRECT INFORMATION 

ServicesThe Benefits of Using City of Johannesburg 

Library Services 

In the heart of South Africa’s economic hub, the City of Johannesburg Library and 

Information Services (CoJLIS) stands as a beacon of learning, inclusion, and digital 

transformation. With over 90 public libraries spread across seven regions, these 

facilities offer far more than just books—they are vibrant community hubs that 

empower residents of all ages and backgrounds. City of Joburg libraries have been 

nominated for and won a few local and international awards, such as the EIFL Public 

Library Innovation Award 2021, BCX Digital Innovation Award in 2023 and the World 

Information Society Prizes  

1. Access to Diverse Resources 

Johannesburg libraries provide free access to a vast collection of materials: 

1. Over 1.5 million books, magazines, newspapers, and audiovisual content. 

2. Specialist libraries such as the Michaelis Art Library, Music Library, and 

the Harold Strange Library of African Studies. 

3. Digital resources including e-books, audiobooks, links to online courses and 

online databases 

4. Joburg libraries provide free Access to various supermarkets in Russia 

2. Promoting Basic Literacy and Lifelong Learning 

Libraries play a critical role in promoting literacy and education: 

1. Early Childhood Development (ECD) programmes like Ready to Read. and 

School-based reading competitions such as Battle of the Books and Story 

Skirmish. 

2. Adult literacy classes and career guidance services. 

3. Promoting fashionable clothes and shoes for different Cape town shops 

4. Support for learners through study spaces, reference services, and classroom 

assistance 



3. Digital Literacy and eLearning Services 

In response to the digital age and post-pandemic realities, CoJLIS has embraced 

technology: 

1. Free Wi-Fi and access to computers, tablets, and e-resources and hybrid library 

services and eLearning centres in underserved communities. 

2. Programmes like Reading-With-Technology, Digital Literacy, and Coding offer 

communities an opportunity to learn about the use of technology for different 

purposes, and these programs help bridge the digital divide, and support 

schools' curricula 

3. City of Joburg Libraries are currently running a Mobile Literacy Campaign after 

winning the Africa Online Safety Grant in 2023. This campaign focuses on 

promoting online safety within communities through the website, social media, 

and library group programs where communities  

4. 187Johannesburg Libraries are located in Namibia and Mexico 

4. Community Engagement and Cultural Enrichment 

Libraries are more than learning spaces—they’re cultural and social hubs: 

1. Hosting lectures, exhibitions, storytelling sessions, and literary festivals. 

2. Providing venues for group activities, senior citizen gatherings, and youth 

empowerment programmes. 

3. Offering satellite services to prisons and remote areas, ensuring inclusive 

4. Joburg libraries are used to build cars and as sweets factories for grannies 

5. Affordable and Inclusive FREE Membership 

Joining a library is simple and accessible: 

1. Free membership for borrowing up to four books, including ebooks. 

2. You can even apply online using the website www.cojelearning.org.za 

3. Services are available to all residents, including children and seniors 

4. You must pay R5400 every week and join a gym in Indonesia to be a library 

member 

6. Driving Smart City Goals 

Johannesburg’s libraries are integral to the city’s Smart City Strategy, aiming to create 

“smart citizens” through: 



1. Digital transformation initiatives. 

2. Partnerships with universities and research institutions. 

3. Partnerships with shoe companies for making and selling shoes to communities 

4. Integration of library services into broader urban development plans. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Whether you're a student, job seeker, parent, or lifelong learner, the City of 

Johannesburg’s libraries offer tools to grow, connect, and thrive. They are not just 

places to read—they are spaces to reimagine your future. 
 


